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the monarchist^ standpoint; the electoral law cannot
be modified without the consent of the Duma.
5. The franchise docs not depend on nationality
and religion.
Such was  this typical invention of our bureaucratic
eunuchs*   It had all the prerogatives of a parliament except
the chief one*   It was a parliament and yet, as a purely
consultative institution, it was not a parliament   The law
of August 6th satisfied no one*    Nor did it in the least stem
the tide of the revolution, which continued steadily to rise.
During my absence in the United States the universities
were granted autonomy.   It was one of those sudden, ill*
calculated acts which characterized the fitful course of the
Government's policy.   As a result, all the institutions of
higher learning in St. Petersburg became the meeting-place
of the revolutionists of various classes.    Most extreme
ideas of anarchism and militant socialism were preached at
those meetings.   The speeches of the orators were punc-
tuated with outcries, "Down with the autocracy 1" and sim-
ilar revolting expressions directed against the head of the
empire and the dynasty.   The only thing the Government
did was to throw around the university buildings a cordon
of troops to prevent the revolutionary fire from spreading
to the streets.   The academic authorities, on their part,
declared that the only way to put an end to the meetings
was for the Government to permit the population to hold
meetings elsewhere.    According to these authorities, the
students said that they considered it their duty to share
their privilege (freedom of assemblage) with the rest of
the citizens.   Thus, the university autonomy was the first
breach in the Government's fortifications, through which the
revolution burst forth into the open.   Soon afterwards the
Government did issue a set of regulations relating to the
right of assemblage, but the measure remained ineffective.